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IN A MACHINE HAVING A FIRST SET OF N COILS
OPERATING AS A FIRST WINDING GROUP, WHERE
EACH COIL OPERATES AT A DIFFERENT PHASE
FROM THE OTHER COILS IN THE FIRST WINDING
GROUP AND WHERE N > 3, PROVIDE A SECOND SET
OF N COILS OPERATING AS A SECOND WINDING
GROUP, WHERE EACH COIL OPERATES AT A
DIFFERENT PHASE FROM THE OTHER COILS IN THE
SECOND WINDING GROUP AND WHEREIN A FAILURE
OF ONE OF THE COILS IN THE FIRST WINDING
GROUP DOES NOT AFFECT THE FUNCTION OF THE
SECOND WINDING GROUP

:

PROVIDE N PHASES OF POWER TO THE RESPECTIVE
COILS IN THE FIRST WINDING GROUP

1100

1102

FIG. 11
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1200 PROVIDE N PHASES OF POWER TO EACH
COIL IN A FIRST WINDING GROUP
1202

DETECT A FAILURE OF AT LEAST ONE COIL IN
THE FIRST WINDING GROUP

:

1204 PROVIDE POWER TO AT LEAST ONE COIL IN
THE SECOND WINDING GROUP
CORRESPONDING TO THE FAILED AT LEAST
ONE COIL IN THE FIRST WINDING GROUP

FIG. 12

1300 PROVIDE, FROM A FIRST POWER SOURCE, N
PHASES OF POWER TO EACH COIL IN AFIRST
WINDING GROUP

"

1302 DETECT A FAILURE OF AT LEAST ONE PHASE
OF POWER BEING PROVIDED TO THE FIRST
WINDING GROUP

'

PROVIDE, FROM A SECOND POWER SOURCE,
1304 POWER TO AT LEAST ONE COIL IN THE
SECOND WINDING GROUP CORRESPONDING
TO COILS IN THE FIRST WINDING GROUP
AFFECTED BY THE FAILED AT LEAST ONE
PHASE OF POWER

FIG. 13
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1
REDUNDANT WINDING CONNECTIONS
FOR MULTIPHASE ELECTRIC MACHINES

TECHNICAL FIELD

The subject matter described herein relates to methods and
systems for multiphase electric machines. More particularly,
the subject matter described herein relates to redundant wind-
ing connections for multiphase electric machines.

PRIORITY CLAIM

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional
Patent Application Ser. No. 61/714,010, filed Oct. 15, 2012;
the disclosure of which is incorporated herein by reference in
its entirety.

BACKGROUND

As used herein, an electric, electrical, or electronic
machine (herein referred to simply as a “machine”) refers to
any electromechanical device. Example machines include
motors and generators. A single machine may be a motor, a
generator, or operate as either a motor or a generator. When
operating as a motor, a machine converts electrical energy
into mechanical energy, and when operating as generator, a
machine converts mechanical energy into electrical energy.
Thus, it is understood that when a machine is said to “operate
using” a certain type of power, it is meant that the machine is
supplied with that type of power in motor mode and/or pro-
duces that type of power in generator mode.

As used herein, the term “synchronous machine” refers to
a machine that operates using alternating current (AC) rather
than direct current (DC). The speed of a synchronous motor,
for example, is directly proportional to the frequency of the
AC input. A synchronous motor that is supplied with a single
AC input (or multiple AC inputs that have the same phase) is
referred to as a “single phase” machine. In a single phase
synchronous machine, all coils operate at the same phase. In
atwo-phase synchronous machine, some coils operate at one
phase and other coils operate at another phase, usually 180
degrees from the first phase. Each phase may supply more
than one coil.

One common type of synchronous machine is known as a
“three-phase” machine because it operates using three-phase
power, e.g., a three-phase motor is provided with three dis-
tinct AC inputs, each input being 120 degrees apart in phase
from the other inputs.

FIGS. 1A and 1B are circuit diagrams illustrating possible
coil configurations for a conventional three-phase machine.
FIG. 1A illustrates the “Y” or “wye” configuration, and FIG.
1B illustrates the “delta” configuration. In each of FIGS. 1A
and 1B, there are three power supplies, P1, P2, and P3, each
of which produces an AC voltage that is 120 degrees apart in
phase from the other two power supplies. The label “Px”
where x=1 to N will hereinafter be used to refer to an AC
voltage having one of N different phases, where each power
supply is 360/N degrees apart from the power supplies that
are next closest in phase. In each of FIGS. 1A and 1B, the
three phase machine has three sets of coils, one set for each
phase. The three sets are labeled A, B, and C, respectively.

The wye configuration can be considered a specific
example of a general topology herein referred to as a “star”, in
which all coils have one end tied to a common node, such as
voltage ground. The delta configuration can be considered a
specific example of a general topology herein referred to as a
“polygon”, in which adjacent coils are connected in series in
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2

a single loop, with a power supply connected to each junction
between two coils. The star and polygon topologies have
different operating characteristics. For example, for a three
phase 100V AC power supply, the maximum voltage across
any coil in the star configuration is the maximum voltage
measured between the power supply and ground, i.e., 100
Volts. The maximum voltage across any coil in the polygon
configuration is the maximum voltage measured between one
phase of the power supply and another phase of the power
supply, i.e., ~173 Volts.

Three phase machines have only two distinct coil configu-
rations: wye and delta (“star” and “polygon”.) Changing the
coil positions or the power connections does not create a new
topology. In FIG. 1B, for example, the positions of coils B,
and C, could be swapped, or power supply P1 could be
swapped with power supply P3, but the topology (and perfor-
mance) would not change. That is, however the coils and
power supplies are rearranged, the maximum voltage across
any coil in the three phase polygon configuration will not
change. As will be seen below, the same is not true of mul-
tiphase machines.

As used herein, the term “multiphase” machine refers to
machines that use or generate electricity of more than three
phases. Example multiphase machines include five-phase
machines, seven-phase machines, and so on. Multiphase
machines may have even numbers of phases as well, although
this is not common. Thus, as used herein, the term “mul-
tiphase” expressly excludes conventional three-phase
machines.

FIGS. 2A, 2B, and 2C are circuit diagrams illustrating
possible coil winding configurations for a conventional mul-
tiphase machine having five phases. FIG. 2A illustrates a
five-phase star, FIG. 2B illustrates a five-phase polygon, and
FIG. 2C illustrates what is herein referred to as an “N-angle”
topology, e.g., the “pentangle” topology shown in FIG. 2C.
Note that the difference between the pentagon configuration
in FIG. 2B and the pentangle configuration in FIG. 2C is that
in the polygon, one end of each coil is tied to one of the power
supply phases and the other end of each coil is tied to another
power supply that is closest in phase to the first power supply.
Forexample, in FIG. 2B, one end of coil A is tied to P1 and the
other end of coil A is tied to P2, which is 72 degrees apart in
phase from P1.

In contrast, in the star configuration, one end of each coil is
tied to one of the power supply phases and the other end of the
each coil is tied to another power supply that is NOT closest
in phase to the first power supply. For example, in FIG. 2C,
one end of coil A is tied to P1 and the other end of coil A is tied
to P3, which is 144 degrees apart in phase from P1. Five-
phase machines have only three possible configurations: star,
pentagon, and pentangle. For a 100V 5-phase power supply,
the maximum voltage across each coil is 100 Volts for a star
configuration, ~118 Volts for a pentagon configuration, and
~190 Volts for a pentangle configuration.

Multiphase machines have several advantages over con-
ventional three-phase machines. For example, the failure of
one phase of a three-phase machine, such as a wiring failure
of that phase’s coil or coils, may render the machine inoper-
able, e.g., because the remaining phases don’t have the power
to drive the load, or because the motor operation is unaccept-
ably unbalanced. The failure of one phase of a seven-phase
machine, on the other hand, may leave the machine with a
sufficient number of coils and power. Likewise, the remaining
six phases may be unbalanced, but within acceptable levels.

Additionally, in multiphase machines, the possibilities for
the winding connections are greatly expanded from that of
three-phase machines. For example, in a five-phase machine,
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there are three possibilities if the winding connection must
form one group: the star, pentagon, and pentangle. Likewise,
there are four possibilities for a single group winding connec-
tion in a seven-phase machine, i.e., star, heptagon, and two
heptangles, each providing a different maximum voltage
across each coil.

Since most public and private power grids provide three-
phase power, multiphase machines must of necessity use
three-phase power converted into multiphase power. This is
typically done by rectifying the three-phase AC power to
produce DC power, then using an inverter to convert the DC
power to multiphase AC power. Devices that perform one or
both of these steps to produce multiphase AC power are
herein referred to as “converters.” A benefit of this necessity
of using a converter to produce multiphase power is that
multiphase machines are decoupled from the power grid.

Thus, multiphase machines have seen much development
in the last ten years due to the development of converters
which decouple machines from the grid, and the desire for
higher performance machines within the same volume.

There are disadvantages associated with conventional mul-
tiphase machines, however. Perhaps because conventional
multiphase machines tolerate the loss of a phase winding,
conventional multiphase machines do not exhibit full wind-
ing redundancy. For example, multiphase arrangements with
multi-star configurations have not been seen in the art. For
this reason, conventional multiphase machines are not well
suited for applications which are very sensitive to changes in
total power or changes in balance or which require very high
reliability.

Accordingly, in light of these disadvantages associated
with conventional multiphase machines, there exists a need
for redundant winding connections for multiphase electric
machines.

SUMMARY

According to one aspect, a multiphase machine having
redundant winding connections includes: a first set of N coils
operating as a first winding group, wherein each coil in the
first winding group operates at a different phase from the
other coils in the first winding group and wherein N is an
integer greater than three; a second set of N coils separate
from the first set and operating as a second winding group,
wherein each coil in the second winding group operates at a
different phase from the other coils in the second winding
group and wherein the failure of one of the coils in the first
winding group does not affect the function of the second
winding group.

According to another aspect, the subject matter described
herein includes a method for operating a multiphase machine
having redundant winding connections. The method
includes, at amachine having a first set of N coils operating as
a first winding group, wherein each coil in the first winding
group operates at a different phase from the other coils in the
first winding group and wherein N is an integer greater than
three, a second set of N coils separate from the first set and
operating as a second winding group, wherein each coil in the
second winding group operates at a different phase from the
other coils in the second winding group and wherein the
failure of one of the coils in the first winding group does not
affect the function of the second winding group, providing N
phases of power to the respective coils in the first set of coils.

The subject matter described herein can be implemented in
software in combination with hardware and/or firmware. For
example, the subject matter described herein can be imple-
mented in software executed by a processor. In one exemplary

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

implementation, the subject matter described herein can be
implemented using a non-transitory computer readable
medium having stored thereon computer executable instruc-
tions that when executed by the processor of a computer
control the computer to perform steps. Exemplary computer
readable media suitable for implementing the subject matter
described herein include non-transitory computer-readable
media, such as disk memory devices, chip memory devices,
programmable logic devices, and application specific inte-
grated circuits. In addition, a computer readable medium that
implements the subject matter described herein may be
located on a single device or computing platform or may be
distributed across multiple devices or computing platforms.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Preferred embodiments of the subject matter described
herein will now be explained with reference to the accompa-
nying drawings, wherein like reference numerals represent
like parts, of which:

FIGS. 1A and 1B are circuit diagrams illustrating possible
coil configurations for a conventional three-phase machine;

FIGS. 2A, 2B, and 2C are circuit diagrams illustrating
possible coil winding configurations for a conventional mul-
tiphase machine having five phases;

FIG. 3 is a circuit diagram illustrating an exemplary redun-
dant winding connection for multiphase electric machines
having five phases according to an embodiment of the subject
matter described herein;

FIG. 4 is a circuit diagram illustrating an exemplary redun-
dant winding connection for multiphase electric machines
having five phases according to another embodiment of the
subject matter described herein;

FIG. 5 is a circuit diagram illustrating an exemplary redun-
dant winding connection for multiphase electric machines
having five phases according to yet another embodiment of
the subject matter described herein;

FIG. 6 is a circuit diagram illustrating an exemplary redun-
dant winding connection for multiphase electric machines
having six phases according to another embodiment of the
subject matter described herein;

FIG. 7 is a circuit diagram illustrating an exemplary redun-
dant winding connection for multiphase electric machines
having seven phases according to another embodiment of the
subject matter described herein;

FIG. 8A is a circuit diagram illustrating an exemplary
redundant winding connection for a five-phase electric
machine according to another embodiment of the subject
matter described herein;

FIG. 8B is a graph illustrating exemplary voltage wave-
forms of the phases of a five-phase power supply according to
an embodiment of the subject matter described herein;

FIG. 9A is a circuit diagram illustrating an exemplary
redundant winding connection for a five-phase electric
machine according to yet another embodiment of the subject
matter described herein;

FIG. 9B is a graph illustrating exemplary voltage wave-
forms of a the phases of a pair of five-phase power supplies
according to an embodiment of the subject matter described
herein;

FIG. 9C is a graph illustrating exemplary voltage wave-
forms of a the phases of a pair of five-phase power supplies
according to an embodiment of the subject matter described
herein;
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FIG. 10 is a circuit diagram illustrating an exemplary
redundant winding connection for multiphase electric
machines according to another embodiment of the subject
matter described herein;

FIG. 11 is a flowchart illustrating an exemplary process for
operating a multiphase machine having redundant winding
connections according to an embodiment of the subject mat-
ter described herein;

FIG. 12 is a flowchart illustrating an exemplary process for
operating a multiphase machine having redundant winding
connections according to another embodiment of the subject
matter described herein;

FIG. 13 is a flowchart illustrating an exemplary process for
operating a multiphase machine having redundant winding
connections according to yet another embodiment of the sub-
ject matter described herein; and

FIG. 14 is a block diagram illustrating an exemplary mul-
tiphase machine having redundant winding connections
according to another embodiment of the subject matter
described herein.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In accordance with the subject matter disclosed herein,
redundant multipolygon winding connections for multiphase
electric machines are provided.

Reference will now be made in detail to exemplary
embodiments of the present invention, examples of which are
illustrated in the accompanying drawings. Wherever pos-
sible, the same reference numbers will be used throughout the
drawings to refer to the same or like parts.

FIG. 3 is a circuit diagram illustrating an exemplary redun-
dant winding connection for multiphase electric machines
according to an embodiment of the subject matter described
herein. FIG. 3 illustrates an embodiment having redundant
star winding connections for five-phase electric machines. In
the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 3, a first group of windings
includes coils A;, B,, C,, D,, and E,, each shown as an
inductance in series with a resistance. Each of the five coils
A,-E, has one end connected to a common node, shown in
FIG. 3 as a connection to a voltage ground. The other end of
each coil is attached to one phase of a five-phase power
supply, where each phase of the power supply outputs are
labeled P1,,P2,, P3,, P4, and P5,. A second group of wind-
ings includes coils A,, B,, C,, D,, and E,. Each of the five
coils A,-E, also has one end connected to a common node,
such as a voltage ground. The other end of coils A,-E, are
connected to power supply outputs P1,, P2,, P3,, P4,, and
PS5, respectively. The subject matter described herein is not
limited to machines having just two redundant groups of
windings and/or power supplies. The principles described
herein may be applied to machines having three groups, four
groups, and so on.

In one embodiment, power supplies PN, and PN, may be
the same power supply, i.e., P1, and P1, may be the same
power supply or at least have the same voltage and phase. In
another embodiment, power supplies PN, and PN, may be
different power supplies or have different voltages and/or
phases relative to each other.

In one embodiment, the first and second groups of wind-
ings may operate together, e.g., they may be powered and
active simultaneously. In this configuration, even if of one
coil fails, the equivalent coil in the other winding group might
be sufficient to allow the machine to continue operating. For
example, if coil C, fails, coil C, may provide enough power
for the machine to continue operating. In one embodiment,
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the power that is provided to the remaining coils may be
reshaped, retimed, or otherwise adjusted to compensate for
the failed coil.

In another embodiment, power supplies PN, and PN, may
be out of phase with each other such that the machine operates
as aten-phase machine, for example. In this configuration, the
failure of one coil or power supply phase would leave nine
phases remaining, which may be enough to power the
machine.

In yet another embodiment, one winding group may act as
a backup to another winding group, and is activated only
when the primary group fails. For example, in normal opera-
tion coils A, -E, are powered while coils A,-E, are dormant,
e.g., unpowered, tied to ground, or floating. In the case where
one or all of coils A,-E, fail, coils A,-E, become operational
and coils A, -E, become dormant.

The techniques and configurations described above to
accommodate a failed coil or coils may also be applied to
accommodate a failed power supply or power supply phase,
especially in embodiments where each group of coils has its
own power supply. For example, in one embodiment, power
supplies P1, through PS5, are produced or provided by a first
converter while power supplies P1, through P5, are produced
or provided by a second converter. If the first converter fails
such that some or all of power supplies P1, through P5, fail,
the second converter may be provide power to the machine.
For example, in configurations where both converters provide
power simultaneously, the second converter may continue to
provide power to coils A,-E, while the first set of coils A, -E,
continue to operate using whichever power supplies P1,
through PS5, have not failed.

In configurations where the second converter is engaged
only when the first converter fails, the second converter could
provide power to the machine by supplying power to all of its
coils, in which case the failed converter and its coils may be
taken offline or otherwise become dormant. Alternatively, if
the first converter partially fails, e.g., one phase of the power
supply fails but other phases continue to operate, the second
converter may be configured to supply power during the
failed phase. This is most easily illustrated in machines that
have a star configuration. In FIG. 3, for example, in one
embodiment, a first converter supplies P1, through P5, and a
second converter supplies P1, through P5,. Should the first
converter fail such that power supply P4, no longer produces
the necessary waveform, the second converter could activate
power supply P4, to produce the equivalent waveform. In this
example, the machine would continue to operate using coils
A,,B,,C,,D,, and E,. Other configurations, situations, and
techniques to compensate for a failed coil or power supply/
power supply phase are also within the scope of the subject
matter described herein. Furthermore, although the tech-
niques herein are described in the context of a machine that is
operating as a motor, the subject matter described herein is
not so limited. The same principles can be applied to a
machine that is operating as a generator as well.

FIG. 4 is a circuit diagram illustrating an exemplary redun-
dant winding connection for multiphase electric machines
according to another embodiment of the subject matter
described herein. FIG. 4 illustrates an embodiment having
redundant polygon winding connections for five-phase elec-
tric machines. In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 4, a first
redundant winding group that includes coils A}, B,, C,, D,,
and E, are arranged in a pentagon configuration while a sec-
ond redundant winding group that includes coils A,, B,, C,,
D,, and E, are also arranged in a pentagon configuration.
Additional redundant winding groups may exist within the
same machine. In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 4, both
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redundant winding groups are powered by phases of a five-
phase power supply, with phases labeled P1 through P5.

In one embodiment, the same converter supplies power to
all of the redundant winding groups. In an alternative embodi-
ment, multiple converters may be used, e.g., where each of the
redundant winding groups is supplied power by its own dedi-
cated power supply. In one embodiment, each winding group
is powered by a separate converter.

In embodiments where only one of the redundant winding
groups operates at a time, upon a failure of one converter,
another converter and winding group may activate to provide
power to the machine, and the failed converter and its coils
may be taken offline or otherwise become dormant. Alterna-
tively, if the first converter partially fails, e.g., one phase of the
power supply fails but other phases continue to operate, the
second converter may be configured to supply power during
the failed phase. In embodiments where both converters pro-
vide power simultaneously, the second converter may con-
tinue to provide powerto coils A,-E, while the first set of coils
A,-E, continue to operate using whichever output phases of
the first converter have not failed.

Like the star configuration illustrated in FIG. 3, in one
embodiment, the redundant winding groups may operate
together, e.g., they may be powered and active simulta-
neously. In this configuration, even if of one coil fails, the
equivalent coil in the other winding group might be sufficient
to allow the machine to continue operating. For example, if
coil C, fails, coil C, may provide enough power for the
machine to continue operating. In one embodiment, the
power that is provided to the remaining coils may be
reshaped, retimed, or otherwise adjusted to compensate for
the failed coil.

In another embodiment, power supplies PN, and PN, may
be out of phase with each other such that the machine operates
as aten-phase machine, for example. In this configuration, the
failure of one coil or power supply phase would leave nine
phases remaining, which may be enough to power the
machine.

FIG. 5is a circuit diagram illustrating an exemplary redun-
dant winding connection for multiphase electric machines
according to yet another embodiment of the subject matter
described herein. FIG. 5 illustrates an embodiment having
redundant pentangle winding connections for five-phase
electric machines. Like the embodiment illustrated in F1G. 4,
the multiphase machine illustrated in FIG. 5 includes a first
winding group that includes coils A, B,,C,,D,,and E, and
a second winding group thatincludes coils A,, B,, C,,D,,and
E,. In one embodiment, the machine may include 2, 3, 4, or
more redundant winding groups.

For simplicity of example, it is assumed that power supply
phases P1 through PS5 shown in FIGS. 4 and 5 are numbered
according to relative phase, e.g., that the phase of power
supply P2 is equidistant between the phase of power supply
P1 and the phase of power supply P3, the phase of power
supply PS5 is between the phase of power supply P4 and power
supply P1, and so on. In the pentagon configuration illustrated
in FIG. 4, coil A, is connected to power supplies P1 and P2
and coil B, is connected to supplies P2 and P3. Thus, coils A
and B, are connected in series and share a power supply, P2.
In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 5, however, coils A,
and B, are not connected in series and do not share a power
supply. Instead, coil A, is connected to power supplies P1 and
P3 and coil B, is connected to power supplies P2 and P4.

Like the embodiments illustrated in FIGS. 3 and 4, in one
embodiment both redundant winding groups are powered the
same power supply, while in another embodiment, each wind-
ing group may be powered by its own separate power supply.
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Thus, in one embodiment, a single converter supplies all
redundant winding groups while in another embodiment,
power may be supplied by multiple converters. In one
embodiment, each converter supplies one winding group
(e.g., a 1-to-1 relationship between converter and winding
group) but other converter-to-winding group relationships are
contemplated, including 1-to-N, N-to-1, and N-to-N, as well
as M-to-N and N-to-M.

In embodiments where only one of the redundant winding
groups operates at a time, upon a failure of one converter,
another converter and winding group may activate to provide
power to the machine, and the failed converter and its coils
may be taken offline or otherwise become dormant. Alterna-
tively, if the first converter partially fails, e.g., one phase of the
power supply fails but other phases continue to operate, the
second converter may be configured to supply power during
the failed phase.

In embodiments where both converters provide power
simultaneously, the second converter may continue to provide
power to coils A,-E, while the first set of coils A | -E | continue
to operate using whichever output phases of the first converter
have not failed. In this configuration, even if of one coil fails,
the equivalent coil in the other winding group might be suf-
ficient to allow the machine to continue operating. For
example, if coil C, fails, coil C, may provide enough power
for the machine to continue operating. In one embodiment,
the power that is provided to the remaining coils may be
reshaped, retimed, or otherwise adjusted to compensate for
the failed coil. In another embodiment, power supplies PN,
and PN, may be out of phase with each other such that the
machine operates as a ten-phase machine, for example. In this
configuration, the failure of one coil or power supply phase
would leave nine phases remaining, which may be enough to
power the machine.

The subject matter described herein for redundant winding
connections for multiphase electric machines is not limited to
five-phase machines but may be applied to any multiphase
machine, as illustrated in FIGS. 6 and 7.

FIG. 6 is a circuit diagram illustrating an exemplary redun-
dant winding connection for multiphase electric machines
according to another embodiment of the subject matter
described herein. FIG. 6 illustrates an embodiment having
redundant polygon winding connections for six-phase elec-
tric machines. In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 6, a first
winding group includes coils A, B,,C,, D, E,, and F, wired
in series to form a first loop. A second winding group includes
coils A,, B,, C,, D,, E,, and F, wired in series to form a
second loop. Other winding groups may be present. The
embodiment illustrated in FIG. 6 shows winding groups in a
polygon configuration, but in other embodiments, winding
groups may be in star or N-angle configurations. In the
embodiment illustrated in FIG. 6, for example, in one N-angle
configuration, coils A, C,, and E, may be wired in series to
form a first loop while coils B, D,, and F, may be wired in
series to form a second loop, creating a structure that topo-
logically resembles a six pointed star. Referring to coil A, for
example, given that one end of A, is connected to P1, the other
end A, could be connected to ground, i.e., a star configuration,
to P2, i.e., a polygon, to P3, i.e., a first type of N-angle, or to
P4, i.e. a second type of N-angle. Other configurations are
contemplated.

FIG. 7 is a circuit diagram illustrating an exemplary redun-
dant winding connection for multiphase electric machines
according to another embodiment of the subject matter
described herein. FIG. 7 illustrates an embodiment having
redundant polygon winding connections for seven-phase
electric machines. In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 7, a
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first winding group includes coils A, B,, C,, D, E,, F,, and
G, while a second winding group includes coils A,, B,, C,,
D,, E,, F,, and G,. Additional winding groups are contem-
plated. Although the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 7 is a
polygon configuration, other configurations are possible,
including a star configuration and two different N-angle con-
figurations.

In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 7, the first winding
group is powered by a first set of phases P1,, P2,, P3, P4,,
P5,,P6,,and P7,, while the second winding group is powered
by a second set of phases P1,, P2,, P3,, P4,, P5,, P6,, and
P7,. In one embodiment, each set of phases may be supplied
by separate sources, e.g., the first set of phases may be sup-
plied by one converter while the second set of phases may be
supplied by another converter. Alternatively, one converter
may supply both or all sets of phases. Other configurations are
also contemplated, including having more than one converter
supply a winding group, etc. In one embodiment, the two sets
of phases may have the same timing, e.g., the phase of P1, is
the same as the phase of P1,. Alternatively, the timing one set
of phases relative to the other set of phases may be such that
they are offset from one another.

It can be seen that in multiphase electric machines, the
options for winding connections are greatly expanded from
three-phase machines. Multiphase machines are well suited
for applications where high power is desired along with
exceptional performance, such as marine applications, wind
turbine applications, especially in large direct-drive configu-
rations, and applications where redundancy is attractive, such
as traction.

In a machine which has been designed with a large number
of phases, one advantage of the subject matter described
herein is to reduce the number of parallel converters neces-
sary, while still allowing for the redundant capability of mul-
tiple phase groups, as in the case where a single converter
drives separate redundant wiring groups. Another advantage
of the subject matter described herein is the ability to use
multiple converters for a multiphase machine where the num-
ber of phases is not divisible by 3.

FIG. 8A is a circuit diagram illustrating an exemplary
redundant winding connection for multiphase electric
machines according to another embodiment of the subject
matter described herein. FIG. 8A illustrates an embodiment
having redundant polygon winding connections for a five-
phase electric machine. In the embodiment illustrated in FIG.
8A, machine 800 includes a first set of five coils, A, B, C,,
D,, and E,, operating as a first winding group 802 in a poly-
gon configuration, and a second set of five coils, A,, B,, C,,
D,, and E,, operating as a second winding group 804 in a
polygon configuration. Each coil in winding group 802 oper-
ates at a different phase from the other coils in the same
winding group, and each coil in winding group 804 operates
at a different phase from the other coils in the same winding
group. Machine 800 also includes a multiphase power supply
for providing five phases of power to the respective coils in
the first and second winding groups. In one embodiment,
multiphase power supply may be a converter 806. In the
embodiment illustrated in FIG. 8A, converter 806 may con-
vert a three-phase AC power input into five phases of output,
P1 through PS5, which are evenly distributed in phase from
each other, e.g., P1 is at 0 degrees, P2 is at 72 degrees, P3 is at
144 degrees, P4 is at 216 degrees, and P5 is at 288 degrees.

FIG. 8B is a graph illustrating exemplary voltage wave-
forms ofthe phases of a five-phase power supply according to
an embodiment of the subject matter described herein. FIG.
8B includes a plot of voltage versus time for phases P1
through P5. In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 8B, each of
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the five phases are equally distributed across the 360 degrees
of'acycle. As stated above, however, a system according to an
embodiment of the subject matter described herein may
accommodate the failure of one of the phases by adjusting the
voltages or timings of the other phases, which may result in
waveforms that are dissimilar to the waveforms shown in
FIG. 8B.

Referring again to the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 8A,
a failure of one of the coils in winding group 802 does not
affect the function of winding group 804. In one embodiment,
winding group 802 and winding group 804 operate simulta-
neously during the operation of machine 800. In another
embodiment, winding group 802 may be a primary winding
group and winding group 804 may be a secondary winding
group thatis activated in the event that one or more coils of the
primary winding group fail. This may be achieved by the use
of switches (not shown) that connect and disconnect winding
group 804 from converter 806.

FIG. 9A is a circuit diagram illustrating an exemplary
redundant winding connection for multiphase electric
machines according to another embodiment of the subject
matter described herein. FIG. 9A illustrates another embodi-
ment having redundant polygon winding connections for a
five-phase electric machine. In the embodiment illustrated in
FIG. 9A, machine 900 includes first and second winding sets
802 and 804 as shown in FIG. 8A, and therefore their descrip-
tions will not be repeated here. Unlike machine 800, however,
in the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 9A, machine 900 has
two converters: a first converter 902 provides five-phase
power to the first winding set 802 and a second converter 904
provides five-phase power to the second winding set 804. The
advantage of this configuration is that it can tolerate not only
the failure of one or more coils in one winding set without
affecting the other winding set, but it can also tolerate the
failure of one or more phases of the converters.

In one embodiment, machine 900 may be configured so
that one converter is the primary converter and the other
converter is a backup converter that is activated only upon the
failure of some or all of the primary converter. In one embodi-
ment, the backup converter may completely replace the fail-
ing primary converter. In another embodiment, the backup
converter may supplement the remaining working phases or
coils of the failing primary converter and winding group, e.g.,
by activating only those phases and coils of the secondary that
correspond to failed phases and coils of the primary.

In another embodiment, both converters operate simulta-
neously, and the failure of one or more phases of a converter
will leave machine 900 with enough coils to allow machine
900 to continue operating. In one embodiment, converters
902 and 904 may coordinate their efforts by compensating for
the failure of a phase and/or coil via adjustment of timing or
voltage of the remaining working phases. In another embodi-
ment, upon detection of a failure of one or more phases of one
of the converters, the failing phase may be supplied by the
other converter, such as via an electrical connection or set of
switches 906 between each phase of converter 902 and the
corresponding phase of converter 904. In this manner, power
may be supplied to at least one of the coils of one winding
group by the power supply for the other winding group.

In one embodiment, the phases of converter 902 may have
the same timing (delay, etc.) of the corresponding phases of
converter 904. For example, the timing of phase P1, would be
the same as the timing of phase P1,. In another embodiment,
converter 902 may produce phases that are offset from the
corresponding phases produced by converter 904, to produce
a waveform such as is displayed in FIG. 9B.
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FIG. 9B is a graph illustrating exemplary voltage wave-
forms of the phases of a pair of five-phase power supplies
according to an embodiment of the subject matter described
herein. FIG. 9B includes a plot of voltage versus time for
phases P1, through P5, and also phases P1, through P5,. In
the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 9B, each of the five phases
P1,-P5, are equally distributed across the 360 degrees of a
cycle. Each of the five phases of P1,-P5, are likewise equally
distributed across the 360 degrees of a cycle. In the embodi-
ment illustrated in FIG. 9B, the phases of P1,-P5, are 36
degrees off from the phases of P1,-P5,. In this configuration,
it can be said that winding groups 802 and 804 operate
together to create a ten-phase machine. This general principle
can be stated as M number of N phase winding groups may
operate as an MxN phase machine. As stated above, however,
a system according to an embodiment of the subject matter
described herein may accommodate the failure of one of the
phases by adjusting the voltages or timings of the other
phases, which may result in waveforms that are dissimilar to
the waveforms shown in FIG. 9B.

FIG. 9C is a graph illustrating exemplary voltage wave-
forms of a the phases of a pair of five-phase power supplies
according to an embodiment of the subject matter described
herein. FIG. 9C includes a plot of voltage versus time for
phases P1, through P5, and also phases P1, through P5,. In
the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 9C, each of the five phases
P1,-P5, are equally distributed across the 360 degrees of a
cycle. Each of the five phases of P1,-P5, are likewise equally
distributed across the 360 degrees of a cycle. In the embodi-
ment illustrated in FIG. 9C, however, the phases of P1,-P5,
are exactly or substantially the same as the corresponding
phases of P1,-P5,.

FIG. 10 is a circuit diagram illustrating an exemplary
redundant winding connection for multiphase electric
machines according to another embodiment of the subject
matter described herein. FIG. 10 illustrates an embodiment
having redundant winding connections for a five-phase elec-
tric machine, where the winding connections are not the same
configuration as each other. In the embodiment illustrated in
FIG. 10, machine 1000 includes a first set of five coils, A, B,
C,, D,, and E,, operating as a first winding group 1002 in a
polygon configuration, and a second set of five coils, A,, B,,
C,, D,, and E,, operating as a second winding group 1004 in
a star configuration. Each coil in winding group 1002 oper-
ates at a different phase from the other coils in the same
winding group, and each coil in winding group 1004 operates
at a different phase from the other coils in the same winding
group. In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 10, machine
1000 also includes a multiphase power supply 1006 for pro-
viding five phases of power to the respective coils in the first
and second winding groups.

In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 10, machine 1000
also includes a set of switches 1008, where each switch S
connects an output of converter 1006 to winding group 1002
and/or winding group 1004. In this manner, multiphase
machine 1000 can select one or the other (or both) of the
winding groups 1002 and 1004, depending on which winding
configuration is best suited for the situation. Although FIG.
10 illustrates a polygon and a star, other combinations are
contemplated, as are machines having more than two winding
groups and machines having other numbers of phases greater
than 3.

FIG. 11 is a flowchart illustrating an exemplary process for
operating a multiphase machine having redundant winding
connections according to an embodiment of the subject mat-
ter described herein. At step 1100, at a machine having a first
set of N coils operating as a first winding group, where each
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coil in the first winding group operates at a different phase
from the other coils in the first winding group and where N is
an integer greater than three, provide a second set of N coils
separate from the first set and operating as a second winding
group, wherein each coil in the second winding group oper-
ates at a different phase from the other coils in the second
winding group and wherein a failure of one of the coils in the
first winding group does not affect the function of the second
winding group. At step 1102, provide N phases of power to
the respective coils in the first set of coils.

FIG. 12 is a flowchart illustrating an exemplary process for
operating a multiphase machine having redundant winding
connections according to another embodiment of the subject
matter described herein.

At step 1200, N phases of power are provided to each coil
in a first winding group. Referring to machine 900 in F1G. 9A,
for example, converter 1 902 may provide five phases of
power to winding group 802. In this example, converter 2 904
is not supplying power to winding group 804, but the subject
matter described herein is not so limited.

At step 1202, a failure of at least one of the coils in the first
winding group is detected. For example, coil C, within wind-
ing group 802 may fail, and this failure may be detected by
converter 1 902, converter 2 904, or another entity within or
without machine 900.

At step 1204, power is provided to at least one coil in the
second winding group corresponding to the failed coil or coils
in the first winding group. For example, converter 2 904 may
provide power to winding group 804 sufficient to power the
corresponding coil, C. In one embodiment, converter 2 904
may provide power only to phases P2, and P3,; in an alter-
native embodiment, converter 2 904 may provide power to
phases P1, through P5,. Other responses are contemplated,
including providing full power to some coils within winding
group 804 while providing partial or reduced power to other
coils within winding group 804, etc.

FIG. 13 is a flowchart illustrating an exemplary process for
operating a multiphase machine having redundant winding
connections according to yet another embodiment of the sub-
ject matter described herein.

At step 1300, N phases of power are provided to each coil
in a first winding group. Referring to machine 900 in F1G. 9A,
for example, converter 1 902 may provide five phases of
power to winding group 802. In this example also, converter
2 904 is not supplying power to winding group 804, but the
subject matter described herein is not so limited.

At step 1302, a failure of at least one phase of power being
provided to the first winding group is detected. For example,
converter 1 902, converter 2 904, or another entity may detect
that phase PS5, is not being properly provided to coils E; and
A, in winding group 802 by converter 1 902.

At step 1304, power is provided to one or more coils in the
second winding group that correspond to coils in the first
winding group that are affected by the failed power phases.
For example, converter 2 904 may provide power phases P4,
P5,, and P6, to coils E, and A, of second winding group 804,
or converter 2 904 may provide power to all phases P1,
through P5,. Other responses are contemplated, including
providing full power to some coils within winding group 804
while providing partial or reduced power to other coils within
winding group 804, etc.

FIG. 14 is a block diagram illustrating an exemplary mul-
tiphase machine having redundant winding connections
according to another embodiment of the subject matter
described herein. FIG. 14 illustrates a 4xN machine 1400
having four redundant winding groups 1402A, 1402B,
1402C, and 1402D arranged side by side along a rotor’s axis
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of rotation 1404. In the simplified view shown in FIG. 14, the
rotor, machine casing, brushes or contacts, etc., are omitted
for clarity. Each winding group contains N coils, e.g., in a
polygon configuration. Each winding group is powered by a
dedicated multiphase converter 1406 A-D. FIG. 14 illustrates
the principle that the redundant winding connections are not
limited to just two sets of coils or multiphase power supplies,
but may be extended to machines having 3 or more sets of
coils and/or multiphase power supplies as well.

In one embodiment, all winding groups 1402A-D may
operate simultaneously. In one embodiment, the winding
groups may operate in substantially the same phase such that
machine 1400 operates as an N-phase machine. In another
embodiment, the phases of the winding groups may be stag-
gered or offset such that machine 1400 operates as a 4xN
phase machine.

In another embodiment, machine 1400 may be configured
such that one or more winding groups are the primary wind-
ing groups while one or more of the other winding groups are
the backup winding groups that may be activated in response
to the failure of one or more coils of a primary winding group
and/or one or more phases of the multiphase power supply of
a primary winding group.

For example, multiphase power supply 1406 A and wind-
ing group 1402 A may be active during normal operation, and
the remaining multiphase power supplies 1406B-D and their
corresponding winding groups 1402B-D may be dormant. In
the event of a failure of winding group 1402A and/or mul-
tiphase power supply 1406A, some or all of the dormant
winding groups 1402B-D or multiphase power supplies
1406B-D may be activated to compensate for or replace the
failed component.

In another example, multiphase power supplies 1406 A and
1406B and their respective winding groups 1402A and 1402B
may be active during normal operation. In one embodiment,
the active components may operate as a 2xN phase machine.
Upon the failure of a component of 1402A, 1402B, 1406 A, or
1406B, one or more of the backup power supplies and wind-
ing groups may be activated. In one embodiment, multiphase
power supplies 1406C and 1406D and their respective wind-
ing groups 1402C and 1402D may be activated to continue
operation of machine 1400 while multiphase power supplies
1406A and 14068 and their respective winding groups
1402A and 1402B may be deactivated. Other configurations
and behaviors are contemplated, including having portions of
a backup multiphase power supply or winding group replace
the failing portion of the primary multiphase power supply or
winding group, and so on.

It should be noted that the processes described in the flow-
charts illustrated in FIGS. 11-14 are directed to machines that
are operating in motor mode, but corresponding actions may
be performed for machines that are operating in generator
mode, including activation of redundant coils and/or convert-
ers. Using a converter with a generator in this manner is
commonly referred to as ‘active rectification’. These actions
are also within the scope of the subject matter described
herein.

It will be understood that various details of the subject
matter described herein may be changed without departing
from the scope of the subject matter described herein. Fur-
thermore, the foregoing description is for the purpose of
illustration only, and not for the purpose of limitation.

What is claimed is:

1. A multiphase machine having redundant winding con-
nections, the machine comprising:

a first set of N coils operating as a first winding group,

wherein each coil in the first winding group operates at
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a different phase from the other coils in the first winding
group and wherein N is an integer greater than three;

a second set of N coils separate from the first set and
operating as a second winding group, wherein each coil
in the second winding group operates at a different phase
from the other coils in the second winding group and
wherein a failure of one of the coils in the first winding
group does not affect the function of the second winding
group; and

at least one multiphase power supply for providing N
phases of power to the respective coils in at least one of
the first and second winding groups, wherein the at least
one multiphase power supply comprises a first N-phase
power supply for providing power to the first winding
group and a second N-phase power supply for providing
power to the second winding group, and wherein the first
and second N-phase power supplies provide N-phases of
power that are substantially in phase with each other, and

wherein, upon the failure of at least one phase of the first
N-phase power supply, power is supplied by the second
N-phase power supply both to the second winding group
and to at least one of the coils of the first winding group,

wherein the machine operates in at least one of a generator
mode and a motor mode.

2. The multiphase machine of claim 1 wherein the coils in
the first set are connected in a star, polygon, or N-angle
configuration.

3. The multiphase machine of claim 1 wherein the coils in
the first set are connected in one of a star configuration, a
polygon configuration, and an N-angle configuration, and
wherein the coils in the second set are connected in a same
configuration as the coils in the first set or in a different
configuration from the coils of the first set.

4. The multiphase machine of claim 1 wherein the failure of
the at least one phase of the first N-phase power supply is a
wiring failure.

5. The multiphase machine of claim 1 wherein the at least
one multiphase power supply comprises at least one converter
for providing N-phases of power to at least one of the first and
second winding groups.

6. The multiphase machine of claim 1 comprising M sets of
N coils, wherein M is greater than or equal to 3, wherein each
set of N coils operates as a winding group separate from the
other sets of N coils, and wherein the failure of one of the coils
in one of the winding groups does not affect the function of
the other winding groups.

7. The multiphase machine of claim 1 wherein power is
supplied by the second N-phase power supply both to the
second winding group and to at least one of the coils of the
first winding group by a set of switches between a first con-
verter for the first N-phase power supply and a second con-
verter for the second N-phase power supply.

8. A method for operating a multiphase machine having
redundant winding connections, the method comprising:

at a machine having a first set of N coils operating as a first
winding group, wherein each coil in the first winding
group operates at a different phase from the other coils in
the first winding group and wherein N is an integer
greater than three, a second set of N coils separate from
the first set and operating as a second winding group,
wherein each coil in the second winding group operates
at a different phase from the other coils in the second
winding group and wherein a failure of one of the coils
in the first winding group does not affect the function of
the second winding group, and wherein the machine
comprises at least one multiphase power supply for pro-
viding N phases of power to the respective coils in at
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least one of the first and second winding groups, wherein
the at least one multiphase power supply comprises a
first N-phase power supply for providing power to the
first winding group and a second N-phase power supply
for providing power to the second winding group, and
wherein the first and second N-phase power supplies
provide N-phases of power that are substantially in
phase with each other:
providing N phases of power to the respective coils in the
first set of coils to operate the machine in at least one
of a generator mode and a motor mode; and
upon the failure of at least one phase of the first N-phase
power supply, supplying power by the second
N-phase power supply both to the second winding
group and to at least one of the coils of the first
winding group.
9. The method of claim 8 comprising detecting the failure
of the at least one phase of the first N-phase power supply.
10. The method of claim 9 wherein detecting the failure
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comprises detecting the failure by one of the first and second 20

N-phase power supplies.

11. The method of claim 8 wherein the coils in the first set
are connected in one of a star configuration, a polygon con-
figuration, and an N-angle configuration, and wherein the
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coils in the second set are connected in a same configuration
as the coils in the first set or a different configuration from the
coils in the first set.

12. The method of claim 8 wherein providing N phases of
power comprises providing N-phases of power from at least
one converter.

13. The method of claim 8 comprising:

providing, at the machine, M sets of N coils, each set

operating as a winding group, wherein M is greater than
or equal to 3, wherein for each winding group, each coil
operates at a different phase from the other coils in the
winding group, and wherein a failure of a coil in one of
the winding groups does not affect the function of the
other winding groups; and

providing N phases of power to the respective coils in at

least one of the sets operating as a winding group.

14. The method of claim 8 wherein supplying power by the
second N-phase power supply both to the second winding
group and to at least one of the coils of the first winding group
comprises supplying power by a set of switches between a
first converter for the first N-phase power supply and a second
converter for the second N-phase power supply.
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